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Greetings, Texas Pilots! 

I am thrilled to share some exciting news: we have officially 

chartered the Compass Club of Central Texas!  What a  

  wonderful milestone for our District. A new club 

  means new energy for Pilot. Please join me in

  giving our newest members a big Texas District 

  welcome. We are so glad you are here!  

The Texas DAC recently gathered at beautiful 

 Canyon Lake  for a weekend of planning, 

 brainstorming, laughter, and plenty of Pilot 

 friendship. With that gorgeous lake outside our   

windows, staying focused took some determination, there were 

definitely moments when a swim sounded like an excellent 

strategic decision! We spent our time looking ahead, discussing 

the needs of our clubs, and planning an exciting year. There 

were calendars, great conversations and we left energized and 

ready to grow our membership, support our members, and have 

some fun along the way. 

With the Texas heat working overtime and temperatures that 

seem determined to test our endurance, I think we are all ready 

for a little fall weather to go along with Fall Council! Come 

ready to learn, laugh, reconnect with old friends, make new 

ones, and take fresh ideas back to your club. So, grab your Pilot 

friends, pack your water bottle, bring your biggest smile, and 

join us! Every member and every club play an important part in 

moving our Texas District forward.  

Our Pilot family is growing, exciting things are ahead, and I 

cannot wait to see what we accomplish together. Friendship 

and Service truly are a perfect blend!  

    Joanne Patterson
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Fall Councils 2026  
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District Website Information  
The Texas District website is:  

 

pitexasdistrict.org  
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EC R Message: 
Dear  Pilots, as summer begins to wind down and the & “dog days” bring soaring temperatures of 

90 degrees and higher, many of us find ourselves seeking a little relief —whether at the beach, by the 

pool, lowering the temperature on the air conditioner or simply enjoying time with family and 

friends.  I hope you have found moments to rest, recharge, and reflect on the opportunities that lie 

ahead.  September also gives us the opportunity to recognize the hardworking men and women 

who keep our  communities moving. This year’s Labor Day theme, “Solidarity for the Next  

  250” reminds us that progress is built through unity, dedication, and service —values 

  that are also at the heart of Pilot International.  As we begin  a new Pilot year, I  

  want to leave you with a simple message: “Believe in yourself.” 

   Believe in yourself when others may doubt your abilities. 

   Believe in yourself when you must be your own greatest cheerleader. 

   Believe in yourself when the road becomes challenging and the waters seem rough.

  And most importantly, remember that you are never alone. Your Pilot family is here 

to encourage you, support you, celebrate your successes, and stand beside you through every 

challenge. Together, we are stronger than any  obstacle we may face.  Please keep these important 

deadlines in mind: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These programs reflect the very heart of who we are —serving our communities, promoting brain 

safety and health, and making a lasting difference in the lives of others.  As we move through 

September, let us continue believing in ourselves, believing in one another, and believing 

in the extraordinary impact we can make when we serve together.   Believe in yourself. Believe in 

your fellow Pilots. Believe in Pilot International. Together, we will continue to inspire hope, 

strengthen communities, and leave our organization stronger than we found it.  

 

Executive Committee Representative 

Leslie McLaughlin  
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Laura McGinnis  

Lt. Governor  
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Compass  

Pilot Club of Gonzales charter 

member presents the gavel to 

the incoming Compass 

President Nicholas Gonzales 

during the recent Charter 

ceremony of the Compass 

club of Central Texas. 

Congratulations!  

BrainMinders  
Let's Put BrainMinders to Work!  

 

Texas District members, did you know that BrainMinders has resources for  both 

children and seniors ? Our clubs can use these materials to educate children about 

injury prevention  and visit assisted living or nursing facilities to promote brain health 

and safety among  older adults. We challenge every club to find at least  one new 

way to use BrainMinders in their community this year!  

 

In Pilot Friendship, 

Destiny Wilson & Debra Molnar  

BrainMinders Co -Chairs  
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Submissions for Governor’s Bulletin  
 

DUE: 20 th of the month 

EMAIL TO:  TxGovernorsbulletin@gmail.com  

LIMITS:  One or two pictures from Club.  

Include short description explaining  picture.  

(may be edited for space) . Please submit  

Photos in jpg format and text in .docx format  
 

Spill the 

Tea TEA!! 

Reminders: 

Pilot Ambassador  

Due by September 30!! 

Please share your Club’s 

favorite projects with the 

District Projects 

Coordinator at  

suzeeque@gmail.com  

IDEAS 

NEEDED  

DEADLINE!! 
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Spill the Tea 
This section of the newsletter is for Clubs to share their most inspiring events, 

moments or community successes.  The idea is to encourage each other to try new 

things and brag a little bit when something works.  So, submit a picture or two and 

“spill some tea” with us! 

 

Kathy Floyd, Lori Raso, 

and Mary Jane Woods 

represented Pilot Club of 

Dallas at Make It Count 

Kicks For Kids 

Celebration. Kids earn 

points to earn a pair of 

school shoes. 

 

Pilot Club of 

Baytown 

prepares for 

the 

Alzheimer’s 

Walk  
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(Continued)  Spill the Tea 

On August 1, Pilot Club of 

Dallas members, Chris Floyd,   

and grandson, Ethan Eslao 

(above)  Lori Raso  and Mary 

Jane Woods (right) played 

Bingo and had pizza with 36 

veterans at Veteran's Hospital 

in Dallas. 
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(Continued)  Spill the Tea 

West C hambers C ounty 

collected and donated back 

to school supplies. 

El Campo pilots held a 

successful fundraiser for the 

Alzheimer's Association  
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The Pilot Club of Cuero  attended the Miss Sparkle Special Needs Pageant in Cuero to support the pageant 

we help sponsor.  Several Anchors assisted with the pageant as well.  

Spill the Tea (Continued)  

El Campo Pilots donated Spirit Shirts and 

paper towels to a local elementary school.  

 

El Campo Pilots donated snacks, juice boxes, 

water bottles, and HEB Gift cards to ASAP (After 

School Activities Program).  
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Spill the Tea (Continued)  

Pilot clubs of El Campo and Evenin g 

Nacogdoches gathered to create cards and 

letters for the upcoming Mountain High 

TBI  camp in Red River , New Mexico . 
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Health, Healing & Remembrance 
 Inspirational Leader, Karen Hettich  

karenshettich@gmail.com  

 
What a great example of Governor Joanne’s theme, “Friendship and Service”! As Pilots, we never know 

what opportunity to serve may come to us. Let us all have open eyes and ears to be an example of this.  

Becky Meriwether, Mt. Pleasant Pilot, shared this story. What a blessing that someone took the time to 

assist  these fellow Pilots and Anchors.  

 

On Friday morning at PI convention, a young man and an older woman stepped onto the elevator.  There 

was a Pilot already on the elevator. The woman noticed the Texas stamp on the Pilot's nametag.   "Where 

do you live in Texas?" she asked. "Near Dallas, " was the response. (near is relative in Texas) "Oh! My 

grandson is looking for a ride to Dallas after the convention.  And I am interested in joining Pilot", the 

woman said. "Are you an Anchor?" the Pilot asked. "Yes," he replied, "but not from Texas".   "Write down 

your contact info,  your Anchor Club and advisor.   I know some Dallas Pilots. I'll see what I can do."  

 

 Grandma was leaving the convention that day, taking the bus to Las Colinas.  If the Anchor could not 

find a ride, he would take the bus to Irving from OKC after convention.   The Pilot contacted a couple of 

Dallas Pilots; connections were made and the Anchor had a ride to Dallas. Timeliness and better safety 

for the Anchor and perhaps a new Pilot member.  

 

After the installation banquet Saturday night, a PIP approached a Texas Pilot saying a Milwaukee Pilot 

needed a ride to DFW airport on Sunday, as her flight had been cancelled.  If she couldn't get to Dallas, 

she would wait until her son got back to Dallas  and could drive up to OKC to get her. Well, more phone 

calls and more Pilot connections, and the Milwaukee Pilot made it to Dallas Sunday morning.   Timeliness 

and a wealth of Pilot knowledge was shared I'm sure.  

 

Let's consider a few things here. One , connections are lifelines. You never know when you will need one. 

You can never have too many.  Two , Pilots are held in high esteem. The Anchor's grandmother felt 

comfortable leaving him with Pilots.  Of course, his advisor was a Pilot in attendance and probably gave 

the final okay. Three , we all need a hand now and then.  

What a relief to have your needs met. What a joy to be able to pass on a kindness. Remember the 

starfish? Even a small kindness makes a difference to that person.  

 

Please remember to share your stories, club information, and celebrations  

with me. As Pilots, we want to share with our sister Pilots all our struggles  

and victories! 
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Friendship  & Service  
Opportunities 

Welcome New Pilots! 
Odessa : 

Debbie Clay  

Condolences to Patsy 

Coblentz, of the Pilot Club of 

El Campo, who lost her father, 

Manuel Munoz, Sr. July 26, 

2026. 

Sending heartfelt thoughts and 

prayers for Carol Hutchens 

husband , Rick , as he continues 

to recover from surgery and 

throughout his rehabilitation.  

 

Wishing Kathy Floyd a 

successful surgery and a 

smooth, comfortable 

recovery . 
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